BROWN, Barbara Janet (11 January 1964 – 15 October 2007)

Peacefully—but far too soon, at the age of forty-three—Barb passed away suddenly at St. Paul’s Hospital, Vancouver, BC, on Monday, October 15th, 2007. 

Barb was above-all a decent human being—a committed activist and educator, a fine friend, a charming, smart, often irreverent and always complex woman. She leaves behind many family members, friends and colleagues who are shocked and grieved by her sudden death, notably her beloved husband Mike Dumler, parents Lois and Dave, sisters Lynn and Catherine (Larry), brother Gordon, great-uncle Walt, aunts Joan, Marion and Donalda, and many cousins.   

Barb was raised in Burnaby, graduating from Burnaby North Secondary in 1981, and going on to an outstanding career of studies at Simon Fraser University.  Completing a Master’s of Arts (English) in 1992, Barb began her career as an instructor of English and Women’s Studies, teaching at Okanagan University-College (Kelowna) and College of the Rockies (Cranbrook), before coming home in 1998 to teach at SFU’s English Language Institute.  

Barb found her real vocation working in the labour movement, starting with her role as head of the Faculty Association at College of the Rockies.  Shortly after returning to Vancouver, she moved from post-secondary education into full-time union work, first with the Canadian Union of Public Employees, then with the Federation of Post-Secondary Educators, where she was working at the time of her death.  In both posts, she used her articulate, persuasive intelligence and her compassion to advocate for workers’ rights and dignity.    

Barb was blessed in love and family as well.  For the past six years, she found home and happiness in the love of husband Mike.  Together, they shared many passions—for social justice, for family and friends, for books and folk music, for “the boys” (Rebus and Theo), and for travel to hot, sunny places.  Barb quickly grew to love Mike’s three children, Aaron, Matthew and Michelle, and they her.  She also took to heart her role as “Auntie Barb” to Meg Stainsby’s daughters Tillie and Erin, whom she also loved. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Barb's honour to the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives (note "BC Solutions Fund"), 1400-207 West Hastings, Vancouver, BC, V6B 1H7.
In Loving Memory
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Barbara Janet Brown (Barb)

January 11, 1964 – October 15, 2007
HOW TO WALK IN THE DARK WITH FLOWERS

Open your eyes to the light

in the armful of lilies you are holding

Move forward and be guided 

by the sheen of their white curves 

the quavering stamens of dizzy gold

shimmering back at you as you

take the first step 

A torch of flower-light 

does not allow itself 

to feel 

cut from the earth

Just think: to be beautiful

and dying at the same, last time

Lay the lilies down on the body

Leave them, and say goodbye

Now, groping along 

on hands and knees

the help you need 

you generate yourself

as you wait for lucidity

to descend

with its burden

of resolve

which you’ll readily embrace, arms eager

glad to push upright again

dark clay at a good distance

wind from the sky heaping around you

living aromas

from beings of light someone planted

many years ago
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October 25th, 2007

Memorial Service Program

1:45 – 2:00 pm – Prelude

2:00 pm - Welcome and opening remarks – Gordon Laird

Remembrances – Andrea Lebowitz

 Amazing Grace – Tillie & Erin Stainsby-Anderson

Remembrances – Leo McGrady

Poem – Meg Stainsby

Remembrances and words of comfort – Gordon Laird

Postlude

Refreshments & Social 
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