Barbara Brown

Activist, teacher, wife, daughter, friend, colleague. Born Jan. 11, 1964, in Vancouver. Died Oct. 15 in Vancouver of kidney failure, aged 43.
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As a little girl of 5 or 6, Barbara called a family meeting to present her case that she and her younger brother, Gordon, did not get the same rights as their older sisters, Lynn and Catherine. She set the scene by sitting at a table facing her parents. Having convinced Lois and Dave of the justness of her cause, she also negotiated a Christmas tree for her bedroom.

Barbara never lost this passion for justice. But there was another, more introspective side to her personality. She was entranced by poetry and fiction, and she aimed to bring beauty and justice together.

Barb pursued an undergraduate and graduate degree in English language and literature at Simon Fraser University, where she became involved in student politics and activism. Freshly minted with a master's degree, she began to teach at colleges in the B.C. Interior.

The other side of her personality demanded action, and she became involved in the faculty union at College of the Rockies in Cranbrook, B.C. As a teacher and activist, she excelled at leading people to see new connections and possibilities for action and understanding. But she did not believe in hammering anyone over the head.


Her first grievance as president of the faculty union brought together her dedication to justice and language. She constructed her case on a punctuation point - the use of the virgule - in the union contract with the college. She won by convincing the arbitrator that her understanding of its grammatical meaning favoured the union's position on the grievance. Although she did not always win, she showed the same level of preparation, dedication and ingenuity in her work as an activist as she did as a teacher.

Barb was close to her large family, wide circle of friends and honorary nieces Tillie and Erin Stainsby-Anderson, and eventually these bonds led her to return to the Vancouver area.

She split her working time between teaching and union work. Gradually the latter took over. At the Canadian Union of Public Employees she met her husband-to-be, Mike Dumler, and his children, Aaron, Matthew and Michelle, who quickly became fast friends. 

Together Barb and Mike shaped a life dedicated to family, the pursuit of justice, good friends, good books, good conversation and warm vacation spots. 

The collapse of her health at 43 was an injustice Barbara could not right. Surrounded by family and friends she left life in the hands of others who must now take up the struggle for beauty and justice.

Andrea Lebowitz is Barbara's friend and Mike Dumler is her husband.
